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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Markers trace history of SS Admella maritime tragedy

Timber salvaged from Beachport’s Jetty has been used to construct a series of interpretive markers which are being installed along the South East coastline to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the wreck of the SS Admella. The first of 21 markers, which will form part of the Admella Discovery Trail, have been erected within the Port MacDonnell and Carpenter Rocks area.  More installations are expected to take place in Portland, Robe, Millicent and Beachport in the next week.

World renowned artist Greg Johns will return to Mount Gambier on Thursday 30 July to help install a memorial sculpture created during the National Limestone Sculpture Symposium for the Admella Discovery Trail.  The sculpture and interpretive marker will be installed at Tenison Woods College, known as Mount Gambier Station and owned by David Power JP who assisted with the supervision of the shore parties and inquests of bodies found on the beach at the time of the wreck.
The markers emotively recount the story of one of the worst maritime disasters in Australian History; only 24 passengers and crew survived when the SS Admella struck Carpenters Reef on the south east coastline of South Australia on August 6, 1859. A further 89 lost their lives after spending up to eight days clinging to the wreckage in treacherous seas a mile offshore.
The Admella Discovery Trail’s self-drive touring route integrates cultural, heritage and nature-based experiences within a 130-kilometre radius of Mount Gambier, stretching from Robe to Portland. The Trail officially begins at Cape Banks Lighthouse near Carpenter Rocks, where people can read a brief account of the disaster, view the memorial cairn, climb the observation deck to view the treacherous Admella Reef, and walk along the beach where survivors landed and rescuers gathered. Other stops along the Trail include the Port MacDonnell and District Maritime Museum, which houses a large Admella collection, and the Portland Maritime Discovery Centre and Visitor Information Centre, which contains the original lifeboat used to rescue 19 of the survivors.

The Admella Discovery Trail is a joint project of the Port MacDonnell and District Maritime Museum in partnership with the Admella Commemoration Advisory Committee.  Funded by the Maritime Museums of Australia Project Support Scheme, the History Trust of South Australia, local councils and descendants of those involved in the wreck, it will be officially launched on Friday 7 August as part of the Admella 150 Festival being held from the 6th-16th August 2009 across South Australia’s Limestone Coast and Victoria’s Discovery Coast.
“The Admella 150 Festival program focuses on significant events and milestones during the rescue operation and highlights the strong sense of community which continues to this day, commemorating the tragedy but also celebrating the volunteer rescuers and those they saved.” says Admella Project Officer Linda Hay.

For interviews or further information, contact 
Admella Project Officer Linda Hay, on (08) 8721 0444 or 0438452885 
Veronica Jenkin of the Port MacDonnell and District Maritime Museum on (08) 87 387259

Daryl Sexton at City of Mount Gambier (concerning sculpture installation) on 87212555 

or visit www.admella.org.au

