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Play to remember one of Australia’s biggest maritime disasters
A community theatre project will be presented in Portland as part of the Admella 150 commemorations to tell the harrowing tale of one of Australia’s most dramatic maritime disasters and rescues.
The play ‘The Wreck of the Admella’ has been written by former Portland resident Doug Mann who wrote the play in 1984 when he was teaching at Portland Secondary School.

The play is now being remounted by a cast of 29 people from Portland and Heywood, who range in age from 8 to 60.  Most are playing multiple roles in order to provide a sense of the vast number of people who were caught up in the events associated with this tragedy.  

The play is based on the historical facts, but also uses imaginative, theatrical techniques, to try and capture the terrifying ordeal suffered by the victims of the wreck, and the frustration of those attempting to rescue them.

It is narrated by two ghost figures representing two of the crew who were actually on the SS Admella when it was wrecked.
The set for the play is fairly simple in design, but also quite dramatic in the way it represents the actual wreck, and combined with lighting and sound effects, makes the setting very real for both audience and cast.

The play provides an opportunity for both locals, and visitors to the region, to experience a very tangible representation of the suffering of the victims of the Admella tragedy, and the courage of those who struggled to save them.
The play is one of the 60 events being conducted in 7 towns across two states from August 6 to 16 as part of 150th anniversary commemorations of the shipwreck of the SS Admella in 1859.
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The events are being held in Carpenter Rocks, Port MacDonnell, Robe, Mt Gambier, Cape Banks and Allendale East in South Australia and Portland in Victoria.
The Glenelg Shire Council is assisting the Portland Admella Commemoration Advisory Committee and the Community Theatre Project Group with the Portland activities.

Dates and times of the performances of ‘The Wreck of the Admella’ are as follows:

Thursday, 13 August, 7.30pm 

Friday, 14 August, 8.00pm

Saturday, 15 August, 3.00pm
Saturday, 15 August, 8.00pm

Please note that all performance times refer to Eastern Standard Time.

Bookings for the play can be made by contacting the Box Office in the Portland Arts Centre – Phone (03) 5522 2263.

For further information and a full program of events go to www.admella.org.au or phone 1800 035567.
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Further information contact Karl Hatton on 55222263.
media contact: Lynda Cooper Media Liaison Officer Glenelg Shire Council
 PO Box 152 Portland 3305.Ph 5522 2270 Fax 5522 2290 
 e-mail:lcooper@glenelg.vic.gov.au
ticket prices are: 
Full price $15

Child $8
Family $36

Tickets can be paid for by Credit Card over the phone, or placed on Reserve, but in the latter case must be paid for in full, at least 48 hours prior to the performance, or they will be released for sale to other patrons. 

